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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Disposition of Claims 

4) [3 Claim(s) 6-40 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 6-40 is/are rejected. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-5 have been cancelled and claims 6-40 have been examined in response to 
application filed 09/26/2003 and 04/06/2004. 



Specification 

1 . Applicant is reminded of the proper content of an abstract of the disclosure. 

A patent abstract is a concise statement of the technical disclosure of the patent 
and should include that which is new in the art to which the invention pertains. If the 
patent is of a basic nature, the entire technical disclosure may be new in the art, and the 
abstract should be directed to the entire disclosure. If the patent is in the nature of an 
improvement in an old apparatus, process, product, or composition, the abstract should 
include the technical disclosure of the improvement. In certain patents, particularly 
those for compounds and compositions, wherein the process for making and/or the use 
thereof are not obvious, the abstract should set forth a process for making and/or use 
thereof. If the new technical disclosure involves modifications or alternatives, the 
abstract should mention by way of example the preferred modification or alternative. 

The abstract should not refer to purported merits or speculative applications of 
the invention and should not compare the invention with the prior art. 

Where applicable, the abstract should include the following: 

(1 ) if a machine or apparatus, its organization and operation; 

(2) if an article, its method of making; 

(3) if a chemical compound, its identity and use; 

(4) if a mixture, its ingredients; 

(5) if a process, the steps. 

Extensive mechanical and design details of apparatus should not be given. 

2. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a. separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the* SBStraet riot exceed 150 words in length since the-space-pFov-ided f0r*the»abstt;aGt 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
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abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, 'The 
disclosure concerns," 'The disclosure defined by this invention," 'The disclosure 
describes," etc. 



3. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because: 

The abstract currently recites "A graphic user interface (GUI) and method for 
providing a computer operating environment utilizes a set of universal tools so that an 
intuitive computer environment" and is a fragmented sentence. 

The abstract is 159 words in length. Correction is required. See MPEP 

§ 608.01(b). 



4. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: page 7 
paragraph [0016] recites "A graphic user interface (GUI) and method for providing a 
computer operating environment utilizes a set of universal tools so that an intuitive 
computer environment" and is a fragmented sentence. 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a^Avpatentmay^notbe«obtained»tliiougli),the«invention is notjd.ei^^J{^^^^j^^QQb^4^s.s$t 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claims 6, 7, 9-19, and 21-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Edwards et al (US Patent 6459442 B1), hereinafter "Edwards". 

As to independent claim 6, Edwards teaches a graphic user interface for an 
electronic device with a display (column 1 lines 64-66) comprising: 

a global drawing surface (Fig 1 reference character 104, the area contained 
within the bordered region of the display) on which different graphic elements can be 
created, said different graphic element existing on said global drawing surface (column 
4 lines 53-59, Edwards teaches using freehand strokes to define events to produce on 
the display); and 

a display-and-control graphic element (graphic segments and behaviors) on said 
global drawing surface having a local drawing surface (Fig 1 , the local drawing surface 
is any area located with the global drawing surface) on which additional graphic 
elements can be created (column 5 lines 14-37, Edwards teaches graphic segments 
and associated strokes being drawn on a localized area of the display), said display- 
and-control graphic element having a viewable area (Fig 1), said display-and-control 
graphic element being configured such that said additional graphic elements on said 
local drawing area are managed by said display-and-control graphic but exist on said 
global drawing surface (column 5 lines 3-37, Edwards teaches strokes, behaviors, and 
graphic segments can be utilized on any region of the display). However Edwards, 
does not teach said display-and-control graphic that can selectively display a portion of 
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said local drawing surface such that some of said local drawing surface is not . 
displayed. Cropping and clipping are well known terms used to describe resizing, 
trimming, and hiding of certain areas of a display. It is also well known in the art that 
cropping and clipping can occur by the user selecting a portion of a display to be 
viewed. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have included cropping or clipping with Edwards' system to allow 
a user to focus on a primary subject and sharpening an area by cropping or clipping 
simply creates a clearer, better looking layout which is important when paying attention 
to detail is critical. 

As to dependent claim 7, Edwards teaches said display-and-control graphic 
element is configured such that said local drawing surface provides a same operational 
environment as said global drawing surface (column 2 lines 7-9, column 4 lines 13-31 
Edwards teaches the user interface being implemented in a display editing system). 

As to dependent claim 9, Edwards teaches wherein a first graphic element (a) 
of said additional graphic elements in said display-and-control graphic element is 
functionally linked with a second graphic element (b) of said different graphic elements 
on said global drawing surface (Fig 17, column 10 lines 36-52). 



Application/Control Number. 1 0/671 ,953 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2176 

As to dependent claim 10, Edwards teaches wherein said first graphic element 
in said display-and-control graphic element and said second graphic element on said 
global drawing surface are configured such that said first graphic element is controlled 
by said second graphic element (column 2 lines 35-42, Edwards teaches that the 
segment controller, regardless if it is the first or second graphic element, can controls 
the output of a selected segment). 

As to dependent claim 11, Edwards teaches wherein said first graphic element 
in said display-and-control graphic element and said second graphic element on said 
global drawing surface are configured such that said second graphic element is 
controlled by said first graphic element (column 2 lines 35-42, Edwards teaches that 
the segment controller, regardless if it is the first or second graphic element, can 
controls the output of a selected segment). 

As to dependent claim 12, Edwards teaches wherein said different graphic 
elements, said additional graphic elements and said display-and-control graphic 
element can be saved as a log, including relative positions and functional associations 
of said different graphic elements, said additional graphic elements and said display- 
and-control graphic element (column 8 line 40 through column 9 line 18). 

As to dependent claim 13, Edwards teaches a second display-and-control 
graphic element on said global drawing surface, said second display-and-control 
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graphic element including a graphic element that is functionally linked with a particular 
graphic element, said particular graphic element being one of said different graphic 
elements on said global drawing surface or one of said additional graphic elements in 
said display-and-control graphic element (Fig 17, column 10 lines 36-52). 

As to dependent claim 14, Edwards teaches a second display-and-control 
graphic element on said local drawing surface of said display-and-control graphic 
element such that said second display-and-control graphic element is located within 
said display-and-control graphic element, said second display-and-control graphic 
element including a graphic element that is functionally linked with a particular graphic 
element, said particular graphic element being one of said different graphic elements 
on said global drawing surface or one of said additional graphic elements in said 
display-and-control graphic element (Fig 17, column 10 lines 36-52). 

As to dependent claim 15, Edwards teaches a graphic control device on said 
global drawing surface, said graphic control device being functionally linked with a 
particular graphic element of said additional graphic elements in said display-and- 
control graphic element such that a relative layering position of said particular graphic 
element is controlled by said graphic control device (Fig 19 and 20, column 53-65). 



As to dependent claim 16, Edwards teaches a second display-and-control 
graphic element associated with a particular graphic element of said different graphic 
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elements, said second display-and-control graphic element being configured to be 
activated to modify a property of said particular graphic element (column 5 lines 7-1 3). 

As to dependent claim 17, Edwards teaches said second display-and-control 
graphic element is one of a set of display-and-control graphic elements, each display- 
and-control graphic element of said set being configured to be activated to modify a 
unique property of said particular graphic element (column 5 lines 7-13). 

As to independent claim 18, is rejected under the same reasoning as claim 6. 
As to dependent claim 19, is rejected under the same reasoning as claim 7. 

As to dependent claim 21, Edwards teaches wherein a first graphic element of 
said additional graphic elements in said display-and-control graphic element is 
functionally linked with a second graphic element of said different graphic elements on 
said global drawing surface (Fig 17, column 10 lines 36-52). 

As to dependent claim 22, Edwards teaches wherein said first graphic element 
in said display-and-control graphic element and said second graphic element on said 
global drawing surface are configured such that said first graphic element is controlled 
by said second graphic element (column 2 lines 35-42, Edwards teaches that the 
segment controller; regardless if it is the first or second graphic element, can controls 
the output of a selected segment). 
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As to dependent claim 23, Edwards teaches wherein said first graphic element 
in said display-and-control graphic element and said second graphic element on said 
global drawing surface are configured such that said second graphic element is 
controlled by said first graphic element (column 2 lines 35-42, Edwards teaches that 
the segment controller, regardless if it is the first or second graphic element, can 
controls the output of a selected segment). 

As to dependent claim 24, Edwards teaches wherein said different graphic 
elements, said additional graphic elements and said display-and-control graphic 
element can be saved as a log, including relative positions and functional associations 
of said different graphic elements, said additional graphic elements and said display- 
and-control graphic element (column 8 line 40 through column 9 line 18). 

As to dependent claim 25, Edwards teaches wherein said graphic user 
interface further comprises a second display-and-control graphic element on said 
global drawing surface, said second display-and-control graphic element including a 
graphic element that is functionally linked with a particular graphic element, said 
particular graphic element being one of said different graphic elements on said global 
drawing surface or one of said additional graphic elements in said display-and-control 
graphic element (Fig 17, column 10 lines 36-52). 



Application/Control Number 1 0/671 ,953 Page 1 0 

Art Unit: 2176 

As to dependent claim 26, Edwards teaches a second display-and-control 
graphic element on said local drawing surface of said display-and-control graphic 
element such that said second display-and-control graphic element is located within 
said display-and-control graphic element, said second display-and-control graphic 
element including a graphic element that is functionally linked with a particular graphic 
element, said particular graphic element being one of said different graphic elements 
on said global drawing surface or one of said additional graphic elements in said 
display-and-control graphic element (Fig 17, column 10 lines 36-52). 

As to dependent claim 27, Edwards teaches a graphic control device on said 
global drawing surface, said graphic control device being functionally linked with a 
particular graphic element of said additional graphic elements in said display-and- 
control graphic element such that a relative layering position of said particular graphic 
element is controlled by said graphic control device (Fig 19 and 20, column 53-65). 

As to dependent claim 28, Edwards teaches a second display-and-control 
graphic element associated with a particular graphic element of said different graphic 
elements, said second display-and-control graphic element being configured to be 
activated to modify a property of said particular graphic element (column 5 lines 7-13). 

As to dependent claim 29, Edwards teaches said second display-and-control 
graphic element is one of a set of display-and-control graphic elements, each display- 
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and-control graphic element of said set being configured to be activated to modify a 
unique property of said particular graphic element (column 5 lines 7-13). 

As to independent claim 30, Edwards teaches a method for providing a 
computer environment comprising: 

generating a display-and-control graphic element having a local drawing surface 
(Fig 1 , the local drawing surface is any area located with the global drawing surface) on 
a global drawing surface (Fig 1 reference character 104, the area contained within the 
bordered region of the display), said display-and-control graphic element having a 
viewable area (Fig 1) ; and 

creating a graphic element on said local drawing surface of said display-and- 
control graphic element such that said graphic element is managed by said display- 
and-control graphic but exist on said global drawing surface (column 5 lines 3-37, 
Edwards teaches strokes, behaviors, and graphic segments can be utilized on any 
region of the display). However Edwards, does not teach said display-and-control 
graphic that can selectively display a portion of said local drawing surface such that 
some of said local drawing surface is not displayed. Cropping and clipping are well 
known terms used to describe resizing, trimming, and hiding of certain areas of a 
display. It is also well known in the art that cropping and clipping can occur by the user 
selecting a portion of a display to be viewed. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have included cropping or clipping with Edwards' system to allow 
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a user to focus on a primary subject and sharpening an area by cropping or clipping 
simply creates a clearer, better looking layout which is important when paying attention 
to detail is critical. 

As to dependent claim 31, Edwards teaches wherein said display-and-control 
graphic element is configured such that said local drawing surface provides a same 
operational environment as said global drawing surface (column 2 lines 7-9, column 4 
lines 13-31 Edwards teaches the user interface being implemented in a display editing 
system). 

As to dependent claim 32, Edwards teaches functionally linking said graphic 
element in said display-and-control graphic element with a second graphic element on 
said global drawing surface (Fig 17, column 10 lines 36-52). 

As to dependent claim 33, Edwards teaches wherein said functionally linking 
includes functionally linking said graphic element in said display-and-control graphic 
element with a second graphic element on said global drawing surface such that said 
graphic element is controlled by said second graphic element (column 2 lines 35-42, 
Edwards teaches that the segment controller, regardless if it is the first or second 
graphic element, can controls the output of a selected segment). 
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As to dependent claim 34, Edwards teaches wherein said functionally linking 
includes functionally linking said graphic element in said display-and-control graphic 
element with a second graphic element on said global drawing surface such that said 
second graphic element is controlled by said graphic element (column 2 lines 35-42, 
Edwards teaches that the segment controller, regardless if it is the first or second 
graphic element, can controls the output of a selected segment). 

As to dependent claim 35, Edwards teaches saving said graphic element, said 
second graphic element and said display-and-control graphic element, including 
relative positions and functional associations of said graphic element, said second 
graphic element and said display-and-control graphic element, as a log (column 8 line 
40 through column 9 line 1 8). 

As to dependent claim 36, Edwards teaches generating a second display-and- 
control graphic element on said global drawing surface, creating a second graphic 
element in said second display-and-control graphic element, and functionally linking 
said graphic element in said display-and-control graphic element with said second 
graphic element in said second display-and-control graphic element (Fig 17, column 10 
lines 36-52). 

As-to dependent elaim 37, Edwards teaches generating a second display-and- 
control graphic element on said local drawing surface of said display-and-control 
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graphic element such that said second display-and-control graphic element is located 
within said display-and-control graphic element, creating a second graphic element in 
said second display-and-control graphic element, and functionally linking said graphic 
element in said display-and-control graphic element with said second graphic element 
in said second display-and-control graphic element (Fig 17, column 10 lines 36-52): 

As to dependent claim 38, Edwards teaches functionally linking a graphic 
control device on said global drawing surface with said graphic element such that a 
relative layering position of said graphic element with respect to other graphic elements 
on said local global surface of said display-and-control graphic element is controlled by 
said graphic control device (Fig 19 and 20, column 53-65). 

As to dependent claim 39, Edwards teaches generating a second display-and- 
control graphic element on said global drawing surface that is associated with a 
particular graphic element on said global drawing surface, said second display-and- 
control graphic element being configured to be activated to modify a property of said 
particular graphic element (column 5 lines 7-13). 

As to dependent claim 40, Edwards teaches said generating of said second 
display-and-control graphic element includes generating a set of display-and-control 
gfa~pffic^le7?fe*rTt§ ; e^PBh display-and-control graphic element of-said-set being 
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configured to be activated to modify a unique property of said particular graphic 
element (column 5 lines 7-13). 

7. Claims 8 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Edwards in view of DeStefano (US Patent 6184885 B1). 

As to dependent claim 8, note the discussion above, Edwards teaches a 
display-and-control graphic element. However Edwards does not teach including one 
of a maximize switch and a close switch. DeStefano teaches using input control 
devices such as gestures to provide user input to a computer (column 5 lines 33-43). 
DeStefano also teaches interface controls such as close and maximize (column 16 
lines 61-65). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have implemented the controls of close and maximize teachings 
of DeStefano with the display-and-control graphic element of Edwards to make 
standard operations of a window available within the user interface. 

As to dependent claim 20, it is rejected under the same reasoning as claim 8. 
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Conclusion 



8. The prior art made of record on Form PTO 892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrea N. Long whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1055. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Thurs 7:30 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Andrea Long 
02/12/2007 




